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In order to become a mem-

ber of the Blue Bird Chapter 

a person must first be a 

member of the FMCA 

(Family Motor Coach Asso-

ciation).  Recently the Ex-

ecutive Board of FMCA 

decided to extend the ñA 

Dozen Does Itò program. 

 

This means that when 

you are talking to some-

one about becoming a 

member of the Blue 

Bird (Fami l y of 

Friends) Club and they 

are not a member of 

FMCA, just contact me 

and I will send you a 

special FMCA registra-

tion form for them to 

fill out.  FMCA has 

given each Club Presi-

dent 5 (five) of these 

special registration 

forms which allows the per-

son filling out the form a 

FREE first-year member-

ship.  It is a $50.00 valueé 

$40.00 dues and $10.00 ini-

tiation fee. 

 

FMCA is challenging each 

club with a goal to recruit 12 

new members. Once our 

Club has recruited its goal 

the National President of 

FMCA will send a letter noti-

fying me that the chapter has 

earned a prize package. 

 

On March 14th - 17th 2011 the 

85th FMCA International 

Convention will be held at 

the National Fairgrounds in 

Perry, GA.  For those plan-
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ning to attend, remember that 

Paul Ward is leading a cara-

van of Blue Birds from the 

Vintage Bird Club and the 

Blue Bird Chapter (Family of 

Friends).  Paul has made 

arrangements with the 

FMCA on a ñFirst Come 

First Servedò basis for a 

caravan group of 30 

Blue Bird Coaches to 

be parked together.  

For details concern-

ing the caravan to the 

International Rally 

please read the write 

up in the January 

issue of the Bird 

Tracks Newsletter or 

contact Paul Ward  

pward8@comcast.net 

or 912-925-4805. 

 

Bobbie and I are 

looking forward to 

seeing many of you as we 

continue our adventure ñOn 

The Road Againò. 

 

Dan 
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2011 Blue Bird Chapter of  

FMCA Rally Dates 

 Associated FMCA Clubs 

And Dealer Rallies 

 

March 23rd - 27th 2011 Wanderlodge Own-

ers Group Rally, Myrtle Beach, SC Make 

reservations by calling 877-510-1413 and 

mention you are a part of the birds at the 

beach. 

 

May 26th - 30th, 2011  Vintage Birds & 

Blue Bird Chapter FMCA Great Lakes 

Area Spring Spree,  Berrien Springs, 

Michigan  Contact Ron Rueckwald, 

Caravan Leader at 269-313-2586 or 

RRUECKWALD@AOL.com   

June 9th - June 12th 2011 Vintage Birds 

Rally, Denver, Colorado, hosted by Karen 

and Denny James 

June 9th - June 12th 2011 Vintage Birds 

Rally at Vernon Downs contact Shane 

Fedeli at sfedeli3@comcast.net or 717-520-

0316 

 

June 15th - 20th, 2011 Vintage Birds Rally at 

West Yellowstone, MT contact Bob Dilks 

580-564-3517 

 

October 19th - October 23rd 2011  -- RATS  

Rally, Pine Mountain GA.  Contact John 

Finn 803-783-7137 

 

October 25th - October 3oth, 2011 ñ 2nd 

Annual Blue Bird Chapter Family Reun-

ion,ò East Ridge, TN  Hosted by Leroy 

and Glenda Wilson and the Blue Bird 

Chapter 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Rally Schedule  

To email your area VP, click on the 

section of the map that corresponds 

to the area where you wish to hold 

your rally.  

2011 Dues Are Due:  by Greg Peterson, Treasurer 

The annual dues for the Blue Bird Chap-

ter of FMCA are now due.  Membership 

Dues of $25.00 are due on January 1st of 

each year for the calendar year.  When 

submitting your dues payments please 

either complete the form in Bird Tracks 

or send along a note with all of your con-

tact information.  This way we can ensure 

that our membership data is up-to-date. 

Please send your dues payment to: 

Treasurer, Blue Bird Chapter of FMCA 

3590 Round Bottom Road 

Cincinnati, OH 45244 

 

The Chapter has established this as our 

new permanent mailing address to replace 

the Post Office box in Fort Valley.  I do 

miss Fort Valley and the Nest.  We are 

using the FMCA Mail Forwarding service 

and they forward all mail to wherever my 

Blue Bird is parked. 

We have added a field to the online Mem-

bership Directory.  This field shows the 

date on which the Chapter received and 

processed your dues payment for 2011.  

You can check your dues status at any time 

by going to our Chapter website: 

www.BlueBirdChapter.org/Directory  (caps 

and spacing are important) 

and, when prompted, the username is: 

bluebus and the password is: BBMemb10 

 

After you open the Directory, you can save 

it to your computer for offline reference.  

Also, please note, that you can expand each 

of the columns as needed by using the capa-

bilities of your spreadsheet program.  For 

example, many people will see that the 

street address field appears to be truncated, 

however, if you expand the width of the 

field, you will see its full contents. 

Please be aware that with mail forwarding 

delays and my travel schedule, your dues 

payment may not appear in the online Di-

rectory for 3-4 weeks after you post it. 

Happy and Safe travels to all. 

Greg Peterson, Treasurer 

Editors Note: 

For your convenience and to 

keep your member-

ship/contact information up to 

date, please print the back 

page of this newsletter and fill 

out the renewal  form. Send it 

along with your payment. 

mailto:NortheastVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:EastcentralVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:WestcentralVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:SoutheastVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:WesternVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:NortheastVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:SouthcentralVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:WesternVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:WestcentralVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
mailto:WesternVP@BlueBirdChapter.org
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Musings:  By Jenise Harper 

ñArroyo Seca.ò  The foreign 

words roll off my tongue as the road 

marker notes the draw with the poetic 

name. Geologically it is a rock-strewn 

shallow chasm that blends with the arid 

rocky landscape, but the words give a 

sense of romance to the hillside dropping 

into a dry creek bed.  Such are my mus-

ings, as we travel Southern California in 

our Bluebird WanderLodge.     

When I was a fledgling English 

teacher (first career, many years ago), I 

would discuss the concept of 

ñonomatopoeiaò with my students ï how a 

word actually ñsoundsò like what it is.  

ñBrickò was the illustration I would ini-

tially use ï hard sounds in the word for a 

hard concrete-like object.  ñOceanò was 

the second example ï as the soft ñcò fol-

lowed by the double vowels give the sense 

of the ñseaò and water in motion. 

We would usually get into an 

interesting discussion of words -- their 

sounds, their meaning, what they epito-

mize -- choosing ones we really liked, 

based on how they felt to our tongue and 

sounded to our ears when spoken.  

ñArroyoò has always been a favorite of 

mine -- although not a word I grew up with 

in rural Nebraska.  Think ñgulchò, 

ñgulleyò, ñditchò ï words that donôt flow 

easily and have hard, less appealing 

sounds.  

I am not bi-lingual, and often feel 

ñlanguage limitedò.  I love place names in 

Spanish, or the American Indian language(s).  

They donôt always define a place for me as 

clearly as the ñRocky Mountainsò or ñGreen 

Riverò, but different images are evoked with 

the ñCascadesò, the ñSiskiyouò, the ñTetonsò 

and the ñAppalachiansò. 

When do ñcricksò become ñcreeksò 

or ñstreamsò or ñrillsò?  When does ñCrab 

Bottomò become ñApple Valleyò?  Could 

ñPunta Gordaò be referred to as 

ñBig Pointò?  As one travels 

through mesa country, the terms 

ñpuebloò and ñcasaò invite one to 

linger.  As the Native American 

influence is felt, the words take on 

different sounds, different conso-

nant and vowel combinations.  

Where does one put the emphasis?  

Is ñWillametteò given a first sylla-

ble or last syllable lifting?  How 

about neither, since the simple ñaò 

is the high point of the word, 

sounding like the vowel in ñYakò. 

There also humor in many place 

names.  In Oklahoma, we encountered a by-

way called ñLotawata Roadò.  Naturally it 

was in the middle of lake country!  Thereôs a 

very picturesque artistic community in Colo-

rado that boasts a ñBig Ditchò.  I prefer to 

call it ñArroyo Grandeò! 

So, as I travel along Highway 79 

(also known as the Temecula Parkway), 

having returned to Southern California 

after many years, I take notice of names 

and places, just as I have in the other states 

weôve enjoyed.  I invite you to do the 

same, verbalizing familiar and unfamiliar 

terms ï giving voice to them, and testing 

for ñonomatopoeiaò.  An arroyo conjures 

up ñrollingò, an up and a down as I sing-

song the word -- elongating it, drawing it 

out to picture just that é a draw, a chasm 

é and the place becomes so much more 

than a ditch, a gulch or a gulley! 

Such are my musings while trav-

eling on down the road!  Nothing more, 

nothing less.  Just musings ï like music:  

lyrics, perhaps, intonations and emphasis, 

but no melodyéééééé.YET! 

Several Birders here in Michigan have shown interest in organizing an informal summer Michigan 

area Blue Bird weekend. Since a "formal" rally would be a bit premature at this point, there are 

several of our members that would like to have a "lets meet" and enter into the FMCA GLASS 

Rally May 26th through Memorial Day.   

GREAT LAKES BLUE BIRD GET TOGETHER 

The Midwest area GLASS Rally (Great Lakes Area Spring Spree) is an FMCA area rally that is a 

full scale 4 day Rally with Food, Entertainment, seminars, vendors the works. The days are May 26 

to 30. To find out the skinny go to www.glassrally.org  The Michigan Knights of the Highway, an 

FMCA Chapter, has been hosting this rally for many years and have it down to a science. They play host to around 700 coaches. You must 

sign up early to get electricity.  This is a nice time of the year in beautiful southwest Michigan. 

  

Ron Rueckwald  rrueckwald@aol.com.   and Al Scudder al_scudder@msn.com have offered to organize the Blue Birds that would like to 

attend this rally. There are over 100 BB's in the Great Lakes area that could attend. If you are available and are interested, please email Ron 

and/or Al so we can plan where to meet, since we must arrive at the Rally gate at the same time in order to park together. We had a great 

time last year and believe we can number 20 or 30 this year.  No charge above the GLASS fee, meet new Blue Bird friends, have fun at 

GLASS, and enjoy a few Blue Bird cocktail parties along the way.   

Great Lakes Blue Bird Gathering:  Midwest Area GLASS Rally 

http://www.glassrally.org/
mailto:rrueckwald@aol.com.
mailto:al_scudder@msn.com
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Oh, the gaskets around the edge of the 

doors are important to be kept clean also. 

The flat surface of the gasket is actually a 

magnet that seals tightly to the metal sur-

face when the doors are closed. If they 

don't seal properly, then an air leak allows 

heat into the units and they will not cool to 

full efficiency. You can check the tightness 

of the gaskets by simply taking a one dol-

lar bill and placing it between the door 

frame and gasket and close the door. Then 

gently tug on the dollar to see if there is a 

slight resistance to being able to pull it out. 

Do this on all four sides of the doors. This 

same thing goes for stand-alone ice makers 

as well. 

 

Old hoses 

 

I am in process of replac-

ing the hoses to the power 

steering of our Coach. I 

just dont understand why 

these things are going bad, 

I mean the Coach is only 

an '84 Model and the hoses 

are only 27 years old! 

<Grin> Not long ago, I had 

replaced the low pressure 

supply and return hoses but 

had thought the high pres-

sure hose between the 

pump and steering box, 

which is steel braided, 

would be ok. Well all of a 

sudden the pressure side 

had more fluid and higher 

pressures because of the 

new supply hose. And 

while I have an older FC, the Coaches still 

have the same basic type of system. While 

you may not choose to tackle this job as it 

is not an easy project, you do need to know 

With 2011 coming like a Lion and so many 

Coaches wintered, and cabin fever is start-

ing to take hold, now might me a very 

good time to defrost the 

refrigerator. Charolette 

and I do this chore 2 times 

a year in Ruff Diamond. 

Our 3 way runs 24/7/365, 

and I have had many ask 

why I did not turn it off 

when stored. Un like the 

home units, which have a 

compressor, the RV re-

frigerators are a gravity 

feed ammonia based cool-

ing unit. The ammonia 

and water is brought to a 

boiling point, then super-

heated after the water 

droplets are recovered 

then the super heated gas 

is turned to a flash cool 

that draws the heat out of 

the freezer compartment before returning 

to the reservoir. Whew, what a mouth full 

huh? Well, it is my contention that if the 

ammonia sulfate (Yellow stuff) is allowed 

to stop and collect for a longer period than 

it takes to defrost, it will start to harden 

and leave deposits to hinder cooling effi-

ciency, sort of like having plaque build up  

in arteries in a way. Then the unit stops 

cooling and bursts the condenser, usually, 

and you have the rotten egg smell and tale 

tale sign of "yellow" powder in the back of 

the unit. Of course that means a new re-

frigerator usually or a rebuild. Well, that is 

my humble opinion any way. Those with 

electric home units are less trouble with 

this but still need to defrost. 

Technical Tips and Tricks:  by Ralph Fullenwider  

that because of the position of the pump and 

power steering gear box, a shop replacing 

these, will have a high time factor. Just let-

ting you know what to expect, in a way. 

 

Well, Super Bowl Sunday is coming up and I 

will have the steering problem on Ruff Dia-

mond repaired in time to travel down to 

Texas and have a nice weekend with fellow 

Birder's at Ernie and Brenda Eckberg's place! 

Then it is back to the fishing hole, I go. 

 

Safe travels, 

 

Ralph and Charolette Fullenwider 

"84FC35 "Ruff Diamond" 

Duncan, Oklahoma 

TechTips@BlueBirdChapter.org 

mailto:techtips@bluebirdchapter.org?subject=FoF%20Newsletter%20Tech%20Tip%20Suggestion
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As promised last issue, here is Ralph 

Fullenwiderôs campfire treat.  You need a 

large Dutch Oven and a charcoal fire; per-

fect for the campfire.  This was wonderful, 

and Charlotte Fullenwider topped it with 

Blue Bell ice cream to make it perfect!   

   Begin by lighting your charcoal fire, with 

a minimum of 25 briquettes, and heat until 

they are white hot. 

 EZ DUTCH COBBLER 

Put these ingredients in the Dutch oven in 

the order given. 

1.  2-3 16-ounce cans of fruit pie fillings, 

your choice (Ralph made Apple, and we 

were all imagining Cherry, Peach, etc. 

2.  4-5 Tblsp. Butter, cut up 

3.  1 tsp Cinnamon 

4.   ¼  cup brown sugar 

5.  1 box yellow or white cake mix. 

6.  Moisten the  cake mix by drizzling a 12 

oz. can of clear sweetened soda, such as 7-

UP. 

Put on the lid, and bake, setting the Dutch 

oven on 10-12 charcoal briquettes, with 12-

14 briquettes on top of the lid.  Cook 45 

minutes to 1 hour, turning the pot clockwise 

every 5 minutes or so.   

 

Charlotte also provided her recipe for a 

soup that  is great for a camp-

out.   

 CHARLOTTEôS 

SOUP 

Cook 1 pound hamburger 

meat 

Add  chopped onion to your 

taste (optional)  Cook until 

transparent, and add: 

3 cans Veg-all mixed vegeta-

bles  

1 can Rotel tomatoes with 

chiles 

 1 small can tomato paste   

1 can diced tomatoes  

1 package Beef Stew Mix 

Stir, cook until very hot, and serve 

with crackers, or cornbread. 

 

Since this is the time of year eve-

ryone enjoys soup, hereôs another 

that sounds wonderful.  Iôm mak-

ing this right away. 

 

 SLOW-COOKER 

CORN CHOWDER 

Combine all the ingredients in a 

slow cooker , cover and cook on 

low for 6 hours.  8 servings 

2 ½ cups milk 

1 (14 ¾ ounce) can cream-style corn 

1 ¾ cups frozen corn 

1 large onion, chopped 

1 cup cooked ham, diced  

2 Tblsp butter or margarine  

1 (10 ¾ ounce) can condensed cream of 

mushroom soup, undiluted  

2 teasps dried parsley flakes 

1 C frozen shredded hash brown  potatoes

   

salt and pepper to taste   

 

If you are cooking for vegetarians, omit 

the ham. 

 

It will be Super Bowl time soon.  I hope 

your team is in the running!  And I hope 

youôre watching with friends and having 

a good time!    Hereôs a quick and sub-

stantial snack for the party. 

 PARTY MEATBALLS 

1  2-pound frozen, pre-cooked meatballs 

1  12-ounce bottle Chili Sauce 

1  14-ounce can Jellied Cranberry Sauce 

  Combine sauces in a large saucepan.  

Cook over medium-low heat, stirring 

until smooth.  Add meatballs.  Cover and 

cook for 15 minutes or until meatballs are 

heated through, stirring occasionally.   

 

I hope that  the roads remain safe,  that 

youôre able to drive safely to your next 

adventure without winter weather inter-

vening, and that youôre enjoying being  

with your friends and family.  Share your 

special treats and everyday goodies with 

all of us, by sending your recipes to 

Cooking@BluebirdChapter.org 

 

 

Cooking is for the Birds: by  Kay Green Losh 


