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Upcoming Rally Schedule

2011 Blue Bird Chapter of
FMCA Rally Dates

Associated FMCA Clubs

And Dealer Rallies

March 23 - 27" 2011 Wanderlodge Own-

reservations by calling 879101413 and

and Denny James
June ¥ - June 12 2011 Vintage Birds

Rally at Vernon Downs contact Shane

Fedeli atsfedeli3@comcast.netr 717520
0316

June 18 - 20" 2011 Vintage Birds Rally at
ers Group Rally, Myrtle Beach, SC Make West Yellowstone, MT contact Bob Dilks

580-564-3517

mention you are a part of the birds at the

beach.

May 26" - 30", 2011 Vintage Birds &
Blue Bird Chapter FMCA Great Lakes
Area Spring Spree, Berrien Springs,
Michigan Contact Ron Rueckwald,
Caravan Leader at 2693132586 or
RRUECKWALD@AOL.com

June 8 - June 1% 2011 Vintage Birds

Rally, Denver, Colorado, hosted by Karen

October 19 - October 2% 2011 -- RATS

Rally, Pine Mountain GA. Contact Joh ~

Finn 8037837137

¥

To email your area VP, click on the

October 258" - Oct ober 30 t"h, setibnlofithe fap that corresponds
Annual Blue Bird Chapter Family Reun- to the area where you wish to hold
ion, 0 East Ri dge, TN Ho sypuerdlly. b y Leroy

and Glenda Wilson and the Blue Bird
Chapter

2011 DUGS Al'e Due by Greg Peterson, Treasurer

The annual dues for the Blue Bird Chap-
ter of FMCA are now due. Membership
Dues of $25.00 are due on Januaiypf
each year for the calendar year. When
submitting your dues payments please
either complete the form in Bird Tracks
or send along a note with all of your con-
tact information. This way we can ensure
that our membership data is-tggdate.

Please send your dues payment to:

Treasurer, Blue Bird Chapter of FMCA
3590 Round Bottom Road
Cincinnati, OH 45244

The Chapter has established this as our
new permanent mailing address to replace
the Post Office box in Fort Valley. |do
miss Fort Valley and the Nest. We are
using the FMCA Mail Forwarding service
and they forward all mail to wherever my
Blue Bird is parked.

We have added a field to the online Mem-
bership Directory. This field shows the
date on which the Chapter received and

processed your dues payment for 2011.
You can check your dues status at any time
by going to our Chapter website:
www.BlueBirdChapter.org/Directory (caps
and spacing are important)

and, when prompted, the username is:

bluebus and the password is: BBMemb10

After you open the Directory, you can save
it to your computer for offline reference.
Also, please note, that you can expand eac
of the columns as needed by using the capi
bilities of your spreadsheet program. For
example, many people will see that the

street address field appears to be truncated,

however, if you expand the width of the
field, you will see its full contents.

Please be aware that with mail forwarding
delays and my travel schedule, your dues
payment may not appear in the online Di-
rectory for 34 weeks after you post it.

Happy and Safe travels to all.

Greg Peterson, Treasurer

Editors Note:

For your convenience and to
keep your member-
ship/contact information up to
date, please print the back
page of this newsletter and fill
out the renewal form. Send it
along with your payment.
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M US| n gS By Jenise Harper

flArroyo Seca 0 The f or ei glamnotbilingual, and often feel (also known as the Temecula Parkwa
words roll off my tongue as the road il anguage | imitedo. haling reﬁﬁﬁ@d to%hu’f"n&rﬁCaﬂo?n‘ﬁ% s in
marker notes the draw with the poetic Spanish, or the American Indian Ianguage(s) fter many years, | take notice of names
name. Geologically it is a roestrewn They dondét al ways g esﬁust%g | Rabefin tﬁe%tﬁer %é?es
shallow chasm that blends withthearid cl early as the fARocC k LRI B dor
rocky landscape, but the words give a Ri ver o, but differen éa & \|;ré Sisin far?nl?alean MR WI
sense of romance to the hillside dropping t he A Ca scadeso, the Ay él % Hg ¥o§cé*t8 them AFtesth t o n

into adry creek bed. Sucharemymus- and t he fAAppal achl an
ings, as we travel Southern California in
our Bluebird WanderLodge. =

Afonomatopoei ao. A
When do fAcricksouUbPedomé!l iong@ekad-up an

r fistreamso or firi | $opgdhe wordaeloagatingli drawinditC r a b
G eutatpepbotuceuj dst th

f ar r od t n a c

When | was a fledgling English
teacher (first career, many years ago), | Punta Gordao b
would discuss the concept of Big Pointo? A
fonomat opoei aoihewad h thnough reesaucdustny,tths terms

become AApp
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word actually Asountipoebl Bé6 whdtAct
ABricko was the il | linger. rAathe Native Americam u
tially usei hard sounds in the word for a  influence is felt, the words take or

hard concret¢ i ke obj ect. diffe@at scanus) differ@rg conso- = ==
the second examplea s t he s of nantfacdowel cdmbinations. 24
lowed by the double vowels give the senseWhere does one put the emphasi
of the fisead and waterfAWnhl mamebheod
ble or last syllable lifting? How
about neither,
is the high point of the word, :
sounding |ike the vowel in 0 ko.

é and the pl ace become
than a ditch, a gulch or a gulley!

We would usually get into an
interesting discussion of wordstheir
sounds, their meaning, what they epito-
mize-- choosing ones we really liked,
based on how they felt to our tongue and There also humor in many place
sounded to our ears when spoken. names. In Oklahoma, we encountered a by-
fiArroyood has alwayswhgeonahl|l edvidbLotawafa Ro a%uehare mumausingsvhiletrgv- i t
mine-- although notaword I grewupwith was i n the middl e of elingordowndths gpadt Noghing moreh e r e 6

in rural Nebraska. velypicturdsquéiagtistic aomniunity in Colo- nothing less. Just musingdike music:

igul |l eyowords tichat damndt thlacwboasts a i Bricgpebaps intangtions and emphasis, e r
easily and have hard, less appealing call it fAArroyo GranBe®! no melodyéeéeeeee. YE
sounds.

So, as | travel along Highway 79

Great Lakes Blue Blrd Gatherlng Midwest Area GLASS Rally

Several Birders here in Michigan have shown interest in organizing an informal summer Michigan
area Blue Bird weekend. Since a "formal” rally would be a bit premature at this point, there are
several of our members that would like to have a "lets meet" and enter into the FMCA GLASS
Rally May 26th through Memorial Day.

GREAT LAKES BLUE BIRD GET TOGETHER

The Midwest area GLASS Rally (Great Lakes Area Spring Spree) is an FMCA area rally that is a
full scale 4 day Rally with Food, Entertainment, seminars, vendors the \Wiikslays are May 26

to 30. To find out the skinny go teww.glassrally.orgThe Michigan Knights of the Highway, an
FMCA Chapter, has been hosting this rally for many years and have it down to a science. They play host to around 70Goaacises.
sign up early to get electricityThis is a nice time of the year in beautiful southwest Michigan.

Ron Rueckwaldrrueckwald@aol.com.and Al Scuddeal_scudder@msn.cohrave offered to organize the Blue Birds that would like to
attend this rallyThere are over 100 BB's in the Great Lakes area that could attend. If you are available and are inkesssted)al Ron
and/or Al so we can plan where to meet, since we must arrive at the Rally gate at the same time in order to park tdugtteegrie
time last year and believe we can number 20 or 30 this Yémacharge above the GLASS fee, meet new Blue Bird friends, hawat fu
GLASS, and enjoy a few Blue Bird cocktail parties along the way.
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Technical Tips and TricksS: by rapn rutenvidger

Oh, the gaskets around the edge of the
doors are important to be kept clean also.
The flat surface of the gasket is actually a
magnet that seals tightly to the metal sur- &8
face when the doors are closed. If they
don't seal properly, then an air leak allows S5
heat into the units and they will not cool to
full efficiency. You can check the tightnesst
of the gaskets by simply taking a one dol- {&
lar bill and placing it between the door :
frame and gasket and close the door. The

gently tug on the dollar to see if there is a
slight resistance to being able to pull it out
Do this on all four sides of the doors. This
same thing goes for staradbne ice makers

With 2011 coming like a Lion and so many as Well.
Coaches wintered, and cabin fever is start-

ing to take hold, now might me a very Old hoses
good time to defrost the
refrigerator. Charolette
and | do this chore 2 tim
a year in Ruff Diamond.
Our 3 way runs 24/7/365
and | have had many as
why | did not turn it off
when stored. Un like the
home units, which have
compressor, the RV re-
frigerators are a gravity
feed ammonia based co
ing unit. The ammonia
and water is brought to a
boiling point, then super-
heated after the water
droplets are recovered
then the super heated g

I am in process of replac-
ing the hoses to the power
steering of our Coach. |
just dont understand why
these things are going bad,
I mean the Coach is only
an '84 Model and the hose
are only 27 years old!
<Grin> Not long ago, | had
replaced the low pressure
supply and return hoses b
had thought the high pres-
sure hose between the
pump and steering box,
which is steel braided,
would be ok. Well all of a
sudden the pressure side

is turned to a flash cool had more fluid and higher [
that draws the heat out o pressures because of the
the freezer compartment before returning new supply hose. And ¢ hecause of the position of the pump and
to the reservoir. Whew, what a mouth full while | have an oId(_er FC, the Coaches st_lll power steering gear box, a shop replacing

it i i i have the same basic type of system. While : I
huh? Well, it is my contention that if the yp yster < these, will have a high time factor. Just let-
ammonia sulfate (Yellow stuff) is allowed YU may not choose to tackle this job as it '\, know what to expect, in a way.
to stop and collect for a longer period than IS N0t an easy project, you do need to knoy
it takes to defrost, it will start to harden Well, Super Bowl Sunday is coming up and |
and leave deposits to hinder cooling effi- ¢ will have the steering problem on Ruff Dia-
ciency, sort of like having plaque build up mond repaired in time to travel down to
in arteries in a way. Then the unit stops Texas and have a nice weekend with fellow
cooling and bursts the condenser, usually, = Birder's at Ernie and Brenda Eckberg's place!
and you have the rotten egg smell and tale® Then it is back to the fishing hole, | go.
tale sign of "yellow" powder in the back of
the unit. Of course that means a new re-
frigerator usually or a rebuild. Well, that is
my humble opinion any way. Those with
electric home units are less trouble with
this but still need to defrost.

Safe travels,

Ralph and Charolette Fullenwider
"84FC35 "Ruff Diamond"

Duncan, Oklahoma
TechTips@BlueBirdChapter.org
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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COOklng |S fOI’ the BII’dS by Kay Green Losh

6. Moisten the cake mix by drizzlinga 12 1 (10 ¥ ounce) can condensed cream of
oz. can of clear sweetened soda, such-as 7 mushroom soup, undiluted
UP.

Put on the lid, and bake, setting the Dutch
oven on 1612 charcoal briquettes, with 12
14 briquettes on top of the lid. Cook 45
minutes to 1 hour, turning the pot clockwise salt and pepper to taste
every 5 minutes or so.

2 teasps dried parsley flakes

1 C frozen shredded hash brown potatoes

If you are cooking for vegetarians, omit
Charlotte also provided her recipe for a the ham.
soup that is great for a camp

out.
CHARLOTTE®S
SOUP
Cook 1 pound hamburger
As promised last issue, hereRalph meat
Ful | en wamgdfieertréas Youneeda paqq chopped onion to your

large Dutch Oven and a charcoal fire; per-  {5ste (optional) Cook until
fect for the campfire. This was wonderful, transparent, and add:
and Charlotte Fullenwider topped it with

Blue Bell ice cream to make it perfect! 3 cans Vegll mixed vegeta-
bles
Begin bylighting your charcoal firewith

a minimum of 25 briquettes, and heat until 1 can Rotel tomatoes with

they are white hot. chiles
EZ DUTCH COBBLER 1 small can tomato paste
] ) ) ) . It will be Super Bowl time soon. | hope
Put these Ihgredlents in the Dutch oven in 1 can diced tomatoes your team is in the running! And | hope
the order given. 1 package Beef Stew Mix youdre watching with

) ) a good ti me! Herebd
Zx Stir, cook until very hot, and serve gtantial snack for the party.

with crackers, or cornbread.
PARTY MEATBALLS

) o ) 1 2-pound frozen, preooked meatballs
Since this is the time of year eve-

ryone enjoys s o ulpl2ounce pottle Ghiligaveet her

t h at soun ds won dlelr4—I)uHée can Jeflied E‘frar{ﬂé}r{f Sauce

ing this right away.

X Combine sauces in a large saucepan.

Cook over mediuntow heat, stirring

: SLOW-COOKER until smooth. Add meatballs. Cover and
CORN CHOWDER cook for 15 minutes or until meatballs are

heated through, stirring occasionally.

Combine all the ingredients in a
slow cooker , cover and cook on

%
1

- o low for & hours. 8 servings | hope that the roads remain safe, that
1. 23 16-ounce cans of fruit pie fillings, . A bl dr i
your choice (Ralph made Apple, and we 2% cups milk youore able to drive

: S ' adventure without winter weather inter-

were all imagining Cherry, Peach, etc. 1 (14% ounce) can creastyle corn vening, and that youb
2. 45 Tblsp. Butter, cut up 1 % cups frozen corn with your friends and family. Share your

. ] special treats and everyday goodies with
3. 11tsp Cinnamon 1 large onion, chopped all of us, by sending your recipes to
4. Y cup brown sugar 1 cup cooked ham, diced Cooking@BluebirdChapter.org
5. 1 box yellow or white cake mix. 2 Tblsp butter or margarine

I ——
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